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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6129

Passed Legi slature - 2014 Regul ar Session

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session
By Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by
Senators Hill, MAuliffe, Tom Danmeier, Hobbs, Litzow, Baungartner,
and Mull et)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 27/ 14.

AN ACT Rel ating to paraeducator devel opnent; adding a new section
to chapter 28A. 410 RCW adding a new section to chapter 28B.50 RCW
creating new sections; nmaking an appropriation; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

*NEW__ SECTI ON.  Sec. 1. The legislature acknow edges that
paraeducators have becone a significant resource to students who need
addi ti onal education assistance. School districts have cone to rely
upon paraeducators who, for instance, provided nore than half of the
hours of instruction in the 2012-13 school year to students in the
| earning assistance program the transitional bilingual instruction
program the federal disadvantaged program head start, and the federal
l[imted English proficiency program Par aeducators are often the
primary caretakers in the classroomfor students with special needs and
provided nore than half of the hours of instruction in the 2012-13
school year to students in special education.

The legislature further recognizes that there is significant
variability in par aeducat or st andar ds. In sonme  situations,
paraeducators are expected to provide services for which they are not

p. 1 SSB 6129. SL
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trained or qualified. In other situations, their know edge, skills,
and comm tnent to education are underused. A clear definition of the
differentiated know edge, skills, and abilities associated wth
different jobs will ensure that students receive the education services
t hey need and deserve.

Par aeducat or training and professional devel opnent vari es
significantly dependent upon school district and program Wth few
exceptions, paraeducator training has been significantly reduced over
the | ast several years due to state and school district budget cuts.

A carefully constructed paraeducator developnent program is
intended to place the highest qualified paraeducators working with the
hi ghest need students. Such a program when conbined with a career
| adder will offer paraeducators real opportunities for upward nobility.
Si nce paraeducators nore closely reflect the cultural diversity of the
student popul ati on, a devel opnent program and career |adder is likely
to encourage nore paraeducators to beconme teachers. Training teachers
how to work wth a paraeducator in their classroons wll increase
par aeducat or s’ ability to teach students who need additiona

assi st ance.
*Sec. 1 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1)(a) The professional educator standards
board shall convene a work group to design program specific m ninmm
enpl oynment standards for paraeducators, professional devel opnent and
education opportunities that support the standards, a paraeducator
career |ladder, an articulated pathway for teacher preparation and
certification, and teacher professional devel opment on how to maxin ze
t he use of paraeducators in the classroom

(b) The work group must include representatives of the professional
educat or standards board; the Green River Community College center of
excell ence for careers in education; educational service districts;
community and technical college paraeducator apprenticeship and
certificate progranms; colleges of education; teacher, paraeducator,
principal, and admnistrator associations; career and technical
education; special education parents and advocacy organizations;
communi ty-based organizations representing inmgrant and refugee
comuni ties; comrunity-based organi zati ons representing conmunities of
color; the educational opportunity gap oversight and accountability
conm ttee; and the office of the superintendent of public instruction.

SSB 6129. SL p. 2
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(2) By January 10, 2015, the work group shall submt a report to
the education committees of the | egislature that reconmends:

(a) Appropriate mninmum enploynent standards and professional
devel opnent opportunities for paraeducators who work in:

(1) English language |earner prograns, transitional bilingual

instruction prograns, and federal |imted English proficiency prograns;
and

(1i) The learning assistance program and federal disadvantaged
progr am

(b) A career |adder that encourages paraeducators to pursue
advanced education and professional developnent as well as increased
instructional ability and responsibility;

(c) An articul ated pathway for teacher preparation that includes:

(i) Paraeducator certificate and apprenticeship prograns that offer
course credits that apply to transferrable associate degrees and are
aligned with the standards and conpetencies for teachers adopted by the
pr of essi onal educator standards board,;

(11) Associate degree prograns that build on and do not duplicate
the courses and conpetencies of paraeducator certificate prograns,
incorporate field experiences, are aligned with the standards and
conpetencies for teachers adopted by the professional educator
standards board, and are transferrable to bachelor's degree in
educati on prograns and teacher certification prograns;

(1i1) Bachelor's degree prograns that | ead to teacher certification
that build on and do not duplicate the courses and conpetencies of
transferrabl e associ at e degr ees;

(tv) Incorporation of the standards for cultural conpetence
devel oped by the professional educator standards board under RCW
28A. 410. 270 throughout the courses and curriculum of the pathway,
particularly focusing on nulticultural education and principles of
| anguage acqui sition; and

(v) Conparing the current status of pathways for teacher
certification to the elenments of the articul ated pat hway, highlighting
gaps and recommendi ng strategi es to address the gaps;

(d) Professional developnment for certificated enployees that
focuses on nmaxi m zing the success of paraeducators in the classroom

(3) The work group nmust submt a final report of its
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recommendations to the education commttees of the |legislature by
January 10, 2016, concer ni ng:

(a) M ninmum enpl oynent standards for basic education and specia
educati on paraeducators; and

(b) Appropriate professional developnment and training to help
par aeducat ors neet the enpl oynent standards.

(4) This section expires June 30, 2016.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

The professional educator standards board and the state board for
community and technical <colleges may exercise their respective
authorities regarding program approval to inplenent the articul ated
pat hway for teacher preparation and certification recomended pursuant
to section 2, chapter . . ., Laws of 2014 (section 2 of this act) in
approved teacher certification prograns and certificate and degree
prograns of fered by comunity and technical coll eges.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 28B.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Beginning wth the 2015-16 academc year, any comrunity or
techni cal college that offers an apprenticeship programor certificate
program f or paraeducators nust provide candi dates the opportunity to
earn transferrable course credits wthin the program The prograns
must al so incorporate the standards for cultural conpetence, including
mul ticultural education and principles of [|anguage acquisition,
devel oped by the professional educator standards board under RCW
28A. 410. 270.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The sum of one hundred fifty thousand
dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2015, from the general fund to the
prof essi onal educator standards board to convene a work group in
accordance with section 2 of this act.

Passed by the Senate February 12, 2014.

Passed by the House March 11, 2014.

Approved by the Governor March 28, 2014, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 31, 2014.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

SSB 6129. SL p. 4



"I am returning herewith, wthout ny approval as to Section 1,
Substitute Senate Bill No. 6129 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to paraeducator devel opnent.”

This legislation directs the Professional Educator Standards Board to
convene a workgroup to design mninmum enploynment st andar ds,
pr of essi onal devel opnent, and an articul ated career | adder |eading to
certification for paraeducators. It also requires the state's
comunity and technical colleges to incorporate cultural conpetency
training into their paraeducator training prograns and to these
candi dates the opportunity to earn transferrable credits.

Section 1 is an intent section that discusses various experiences of
school paraeducators, and is not necessary to interpret or inplenent
t he substantive provisions of the bill.

For these reasons | have vetoed Section 1 of Substitute Senate Bil
No. 6129.

Wth the exception of Section 1, Substitute Senate Bill No. 6129 is
approved. "
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